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What do researchers need?

 Inputs to research

– Awareness of research needs

– Knowledge of current research and prior results

– Understanding of methodologies, contexts

– Access to research funding

 Outputs from research

– Career development

– Institutional funding

– Application of research results
 Making a impact
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Inputs to research

 Awareness of research needs

– Perhaps the greatest challenge for applied research
 Government and industry research specifications

 Conferences, policy networks , practical experience

 Academic journals less useful

 Knowledge and  understanding

– More likely to come from academic journals
 But much research not well disseminated

 Access to research funding

– And funders’ requirements  for dissemination
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The requirements of research funders
are output-related

 Institutional funding

– Quality papers, not necessarily in quality journals

 Research councils

– Rate and quality of output influences future funding

– With a strong emphasis on quality journals

 Government departments, the EC

– Final report required

– With limited emphasis on wider publication

– And practical application more important than quality 
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Outputs from research

 Career development

– “Publish or perish”

– With a focus on ISI-rated journals

 Institutional funding

– Varies by country, but increasingly research based

– UK Research Excellence Framework 
 Based on quality publications and “impact”

 But papers judged on innate quality, not just where published

 Each 4* paper worth c €8k per year

 Each 4* impact worth c €20k per year

European Transport Research Review: An Open Access Journal Slide: 5



The benefits of publishing

Researchers, universities 
and funders want their 
research to: 

 reach the widest possible 
audience

 be highly cited

 have maximum impact
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Dissemination and exploitation
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What do we mean by Open Access?

 Research literature is 
available online at no cost to 
the reader

 Users can read, download, 
copy, distribute, text and 
data mine, or use for any 
other lawful purpose, 
without financial, legal, or 
technical barriers
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Green open access
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All can read (time-limited embargo) & reuse (depending on licence) 

Paper added to institutional or subject repository

Subscribers can read the paper

Paper published

Peer review process

Author submits paper to journal that supports green open access

Author undertakes research & writes research paper



Gold open access

European Transport Research Review: An Open Access Journal Slide: 10

All can read the paper and re-use (re-use dependent on licence)

Paper published and freely available immediately on publisher website

Author /institution (usually) pays OA publication charges to publisher

Paper accepted for publication

Peer review process

Author submits paper to gold or hybrid open access journal

Author undertakes research & writes research paper



Open access is not free

 Average price of 
gold OA estimated 
by Finch to be 
€3,000 per article

 Costs associated 
with maintaining 
subject or 
institutional 
repositories
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Open access and author rights

 Authors retain control 
over the integrity of their 
work and can use licences 
to permit reuse

 Authors have the right to 
be properly 
acknowledged and cited
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Open access in practice: a recent study

 1 million records studied between 2008 and 2013

 Focus on ERA, Brazil, Canada, Japan and USA

 Global proportion higher than previously assumed: 

– 55% of those published in 2012 are now free (adjusted for 
precision and recall)

– Number of Gold OA papers increasing by 18% per year

– Number of Green OA papers increasing by 9% per year

 OA papers were between 26% and 64% more cited

 Retro-OA: about 700,000 papers from 1996-2011 became 
freely available between April 2013 and April 2014, the same 
number as published under OA in 2013
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OA in FP7 and H2020

 FP7

• Green open access 
pilot in 7 areas of FP7 
with 'best effort' 
stipulation 

• Allowed embargoes: 
6 to 12 months

• Gold open access 
costs eligible for 
reimbursement in 
project budget while 
the project runs

• Recently permitted 
after completion 
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Horizon 2020
•Obligation to provide OA, 
either through the Green or 
Gold way in all areas
•Allowed embargoes: 6 to 
12 months
•Gold open access costs 
eligible for reimbursement 
as part of the project 
budget while the project 
runs & post-grant support 
being piloted
•Authors encouraged to 
retain copyright and grant 
licences instead
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Publishing in ETRR
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Its main scope is to provide :

• a forum for the publication of high quality scientific papers
in the field of transport in general, and

• a dissemination medium for new ideas and developments
that originate in, or are of interest to, the European
transport research community.

The European Transport Research Review – An Open 

Access Journal is an online scientific platform aimed at 

disseminating research results in the field of transport. 



ETRR and ECTRI

 ECTRI has sponsored ETRR since 2008

– With Springer as publisher

– So ETRR is your journal!

 ECTRI pays Springer for 30 articles per year

 Article Publishing Charges (APCs) introduced in 
2015

– To allow output to increase by using other sources of 
Open Access funding

 Authors identify funding source on submission

– Author pays Springer €1050 if/when article published
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ETRR: Article Publishing Charges

 But several alternatives available

– Members of SpringerOpen are free

– Sponsors of SpringerOpen get a rebate

– Developing country authors receive a waiver

– Those with Gold Open Access paid by their research 
funder (this covers FP7 and H2020)

– ECTRI members are free under the 30/year sponsorship

– Others are covered by the ECTRI sponsorship up to a 
total of 60/year

 Allowing for a 50% rejection rate
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ETRR: how to publish

 Prepare a well constructed article

– Objectives, past research, method and data

– Analysis, results and policy implications

 Check funding sources

– Is your employer a member of SpringerOpen?

– Will your research sponsor pay (e.g. FP7, H2020)

 If not, seek a code from me for ECTRI sponsorship

– Particularly if your employer is an ECTRI member

 Follow the advice of the editor and reviewers 
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Dissemination and exploitation
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Exploitation: making an impact

 The UK Research Excellence Framework 
definition of Impact

– 'an effect on, change or benefit to the 
economy, society, culture, public policy or 
services, health, the environment or quality of 
life, beyond academia'.

 But how are such effects achieved?
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Exploitation: making an impact

 How is research put into practice?

– Are practitioners and policy makers aware of research 
results?

– Do they read academic journals?

– Are conferences more useful for dissemination?

– What other sources are used?

 How does a practical application make an impact?

– Should academics leave this to practitioners and policy 
makers, or should they be directly involved ?

– Should researchers and research users work as a team?
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So what do researchers need?

 From research funders

– Encouragement and support for publication

– Clarity on open access, with funding for the gold route

 From academic journals

– Quality and speed in reviewing

– Quality and reputation of the journal

– Effective dissemination to the academic community

 From governments and practitioners

– Clarity on research needs

– Policy networks, conferences to stimulate  application

– Teamwork in making an impact
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Any questions?

 Do contact me further

– a.d.may@its.leeds.ac.uk

 Or follow up publishing in ETRR

– link.springer.com/journal/12544

 Or for wider advice on publication

– c.pringle@elsevier.com
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