
Young Researchers Seminar 2011
DTU, Denmark, June 8 - 10, 2011

Young Researchers Seminar 2011
DTU, Denmark, 8 – 10 June, 2011

Road risk as a presidential priority: a 
public action for safety and a political 
instrument

CUNEGATTI Hugues

IFSTTAR



2

Introduction

• On July 14th 2002, President Jacques Chirac 
announced that fighting road insecurity was one of his 
political priority

• Inventory of fixtures of the road safety in France

• On June 12th 2003, adoption of the bill "strengthening 
the fight against the road violence"
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Progressive transfer of private domain 
questions to the State

• Driving was an aristocratic activity

• National Union of the Associations of Tourism (1920s): 
road statistics, management of the national file of the 
driving licences and the driving’s exam

• Interministerial Committee of the Road Safety (1972)

• Direction of the Safety and the Road Traffic (1982)
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De-individualisation process of road risk

• Associations of promotion of the road safety appeared in 
the 1980s and developing during 1990s

• This configuration squares with the model of the 
denunciation analysed by Luc Boltanski

• A pressure group (lobby) which acted on the State by 
interposed media 

Road risk as a presidential priority: a public action for 
safety and a political instrument



5

A domain where the mortality is 
presented as unacceptable

• The associations prepared the legitimacy of a speech 
with a strong power of universalization

• Road risk identified as a major public issue

• Unaccepatble because avoidable

• “No man can deny it openly without denying his own 
humanity”
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A pre-organized domain of action

• Observatory of the road safety was created in 1993

• A regular communication of results thanks to “monthly 
figures”, easily presented by media

• A domain allowing to quantify easily the efficiency of a 
governmental action
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Road as laboratory of the citizenship and 
the State power of control

• The idea of a “zero tolerance” in response to offenders 
to the law

• “Nobody can escape the fines. No more privilege or 
forgetting”

• Automated Speed Enforcement System has the effect 
“to bring under discipline” polices and citizens
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Conclusion

Associations and media prepared the opinion for the 
implementation of the Automated Speed Enforcement 
System

A risk may be recognised if its evaluation is easy

A risk issue may be instrumented by politics when the 
profit of this policy is possibly successful

The road safety policy was used as a symbol of all public 
security policies

Road risk as a presidential priority: a public action for 
safety and a political instrument
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